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VIETNAMESE AFFAIRS STAFF
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
pate: 22 July 1970
- 70: The Director
FROM: 1
susJecT: Current Status of Chinese Roadbuilding ,
Activity in Northwest Laos '
REMARKS:
1. On several recent occasions, including [
executive committee meetings, you have asked I
about the current status of Chinese road-
building activities in northwest Laos. Your b
mien has suggested that you were not entirely i
satisfied with the replies received. This is b ,
. not surprising since some of the recent infor- 'E ‘
mation about current Chinese activity in this i
field is confusing and, at first blush, contra- *'
aictory. ‘ Lo
2. Inilight of the above, Ile.lked my
colleagues to take a hard look zt the present
nicture and cur data thereon. Appendex for
your information is tae response they drafted.
STAT Tt
Georgé A, Carver, Jr. oA _ .
Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs o B T
- Attachment ' H " R S
GAC:taw .
Orig. - Addressee w/att B ’ S ‘
(1< "GAC Chrono w/att A R I
1 - VAS/RAC w/att U KR ATS
1 - Memos TO and FROM DCIl w/atts: = . = . " 77 Ly

) : "‘,_'_‘. ‘;
Y L R
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22 July 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: Current Status of Chinese Roadbuilding Activity in
Northwest Laos-

1. Our best information on the current status of Chinese road-
building activity in northwest Laos is outlined below. Appended to this
minute are two maps -- I and II -- which depict some of the points and
places at issue.

2. The present terminus of the Chinese Communist road heading
down the valley of the Nam Beng (""Nam' means "River'') toward the
Mekong is near a town called Muong Houn (Map I). Photography of
1 July 1970 showed some trail clearing activity for about five kilometers
beyond this terminal point along a line running roughly south of Muong
Houn (Map II). This 1 July photography was slightly ambiguous because
the limit of the clearing activity happened to coincide with the limit of
the area photographically covered. Subsequent photography on 3 July,
covering a slightly different area, tended to confirm the impression of
the 1 July photos that the clearing activity did indeed terminate at a
position marked by coordinates QC 582 244 (Map II). In response to a
1t July Headguarters query| informed us that analysis
c. poor quality photography of 18 July showed an additional kilometer of
c:earing activity to, roughly, QC 582 242 (Map II). On 21 July the:
rezifirmed that the clearing extended a total of about six kilometers south

s ks

of the terminal point near Muong Houn.

3. The above ig fact, wiet follows is speculation engendered by
a certain saomaly in tic above laformation. The clearing activity
referred o iolows a course that runs roughly south of Muong Houn,
{See Mayg i) “his Yclearing activity' consists of cutting a path through
siv Jorest anc/or widening existing trails, The six kilometer cleared
sor.ion in cuestion is not wassac.e for motor vehicles at this time. The
srosiem arizes from the Zact that its north/south aliznment does not
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foliow what we had thought would be the alignment of the road proper
extending on into Muong Houn and then towards _un Nammao aloag &
course 'paraiiel to the Nam Ber:. &gzain, Map II.) Thus we have the
interpretation problem of whether this six kilometer stretch in which
there is current activily is in fact prevaration for extension of the
road beyond Muong Houn or something c¢.se, such as = = development
of a storage area or access route thereto.

4. The evidence on the above point is not sufficiently clear
cut or conclusive at present to support anything but a Scotch verdict
of non nroven., If this activity is part of an onward extension of the
I\‘a}zq}éeng Valley road, rather than a spur or access route, then the
Chinese engineers have decided not to build a bridge near the present
end of construction to cross the Beng River and proceed into Muong
Houn town. Instead, this hypothesis would suggest an onward align-
rnent bypassin: Muong Houn in favor of proceeding down the east
banx of the river and crossing at some other point down stream,

- =5 Ban Sibounhuang. Alternatively, the engineers could have
~-cided to drop even further south to link up with the trail known
ivuphemisticaily) as Route 43, which joins the alignment (or extended
alignment) of Route 46 at Ban Nammao.

5. Route 46 is the designator covering that portion of the road
already completed from Muong Sai to just northeast of Moung Houx.
It iz now 50 percent gravel surfaced from Muong Sai to Muong Beng and
i1 bridges are under construction between Muong Beng and Muong Houn.
Zuring the Zorthcoming cry season (October to March) the Chinese will
probpably finish improving the presently, or partially, constructed poriions
of the rcad and wiil probably also push on toward Pak Beng and the Mekong.
To our eyes, the Route 46, " i.e., Nam Beng, alignment would seem the
more logicax one tc follow. If so, current activity is some sort of
ancillary encsavor, not preliminary work on a true extension. Bi.: the
alternate aligniments described above would save a lot of bridging ar.a
might have other local advantages not readily apparent on our mans. If
the Chinese i lder:s zave s0 reasoned, then current activity could be a
sin of wvork on a proper extension commenced without waiting for the
rains to stop.
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